
WHA T A NIGHT TO REMEMBER! 
With many of the local  artists  and authors set
up in fourteen  (14) businesses participating in
this most successful evening, the Santa Rosa

Arts & Culture Foundation
once again fulfilled their
mission to promote art and
support local businesses.  

Many thanks to Terry
Sowell for sponsoring the
horse and carriage ride
which added  so much to the
holiday ambience of the
evening. The Dragonfly
Gallery was truly a hub of
activity throughout the
evening.  Many thanks to
Della Scott and Sandi Lang
for their help! They were
busy throughout the evening
writing sales receipts as
more than twenty (20) items
were sold making Gallery
Night a record. What is so
wonderful is that the sales
did not end that evening!
Several visitors that night
came back later to purchase
artwork for Christmas pres-
ents. Many thanks to Margie
Baldwin, Vice President of

the SRACF and Public Relations Chair, for the
incredible job she did in getting the word
throughout the entire area. What a wonderful
night to remember!

Santa Rosa Arts and Culture Foundation charter member Doris Somerby and
President of the Foundation, Jerry Cummings brave the chill and take a car-
riage ride to view Milton’s beautiful Christmas lights and listen to the carolers.

ARTS & CULTURE
S A N TA  R O S A  A RT S  A N D  C U LT U R E  F O U N DA T I O N

W I N T E R   I S S U E
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HOLID A Y GALLERY N IGHT
L IGHT UP  MIL TON

SANTA ROSA ARTS AND CUL TURE FOUND ATION WISHES TO THANK ALL OF THE
SPONSORS AND P ARTICIP ANTS FOR ALL OF THE EFFORTS APPLIED TOW ARDS

HOLID AY GALLERY NIGHT/LIGHT -UP MIL TON!  



FROM THE PRESIDENT ...
We’re all in this together. THE ARTS MEAN BUSINESS!

2010 IS LINED UP WITH EXCITEMENT!!

Our Winter exhibits include:
Exceptional works presented by the Independent
Artists of Navarre. This is always a fantastic
show feature all mediums.

Photo Exhibit by Jeff Waldorf
Top Ten Santa Rosa County High School - a

fantastic show featuring the top ten "best" artists
from Santa Rosa's high schools. 

The Gulf Coast Kiln Walk Society - always a
great show featuring world class artists and their
pottery.

Our Spring exhibits include:
Santa Rosa County Middle School artists

exhibit - a chance to see and support "emerg-
ing" student artists.

Santa Rosa County Art Teachers Exhibit - This
show features the county's art teachers - a
chance for our art teachers to shine - we always
have exceptional pieces from our art educators.
May 22 - 23 - Riverwalk Art Festival - a two day
event with a real "festival" feel - featuring fine art,
heritage art and notably The All County Youth
Art Exhibition.

Summer exhibits include:
Dragonfly Gallery artists

themed exhibits - and special
shows in the gallery's Feature
Room

Autumn exhibits include:
Dragonfly Flight - featur-

ing Santa Rosa County artists
in a juried show - to coincide with the "Beaches
to Woodlands" tour sponsored by the TDC.

Holiday Feature - Holiday art made espe-
cially for this show by Dragonfly Gallery artists -
Christmas shopping at it's very best - beautiful
art for Christmas gifts.

Holiday Gallery Night - Light Up Milton
where the Riverwalk and Downtown Milton  is
aglow with beautiful Christmas lights and local
business' participate in making Christmas
"come alive" with carolers, bag pipes, carriage
rides and the Dragonfly Gallery's open house
- wonderful "refreshments' served at every
venue.

Throughout the year the Dragonfly Gallery's
continuing art classes include: Oils, Acrylics,
Watercolor, Needle Felting, Jewelry,  Basket
Making and other classes geared to the taking
and making of beautiful photographs.

ARTS & CUL TURE ARE PART OF THE SOLUTION ;
HOWEVER, FLORID A'S NA TIONAL RANKING

DROPS FROM #2 TO #49 AND
FLORID A NOW ONL Y INVESTS 14¢ PER FLORIDIAN

Florida's investment in its arts and cultural resources has substantially declined over the years.
In 1994, Florida was ranked #2 nationally in per capita state appropriations for arts and cul-
ture. In 2010, Florida is ranked #49 and invests only 14¢ per Floridian — the national per
capita state appropriations stands at 96¢, down from $1.07 in 2009. According to the
National Assembly of State Arts Agencies, Florida received the second highest percentage cut
in state arts appropriations for FY 2009-2010 in the country 65.1%). The Division of Cultural
Affairs has gone from funding over 600 grant applications annually throughout 57 Florida
counties to funding slightly over 100 in only 26 counties in Fiscal Year 2009-2010. We must
rebuild Florida's investment in this critically and vitally important industry to our State's eco-
nomic and qualitative well being.



Historically, during times of depression and
economic woes, societies see a rise in partic-
ipation in the creative arts.  Santa Rosa is no
exception to this trend.  Numerous opportuni-
ties are being presented by a variety of groups
eager to have your participation.

Your Arts & Culture Foundation is in the
process of developing MOONSHINE CREEK!
This project is the dream of longtime arts sup-
porter Peggy Gale in collaboration with local
writers, story-tellers, and dramatist.  Striving to
become a yearly celebration of the history
and culture of Santa Rosa, this production will
involve folks from every community and every
age group.  True stories gathered from the
people who lived them will be woven into a
tapestry of performances to be enjoyed by the
entire family.   Shay Moran is the contact per-
son should you have a story you'd like to
share for inclusion in the premier or future
productions.  WATCH FOR PRODUCTION
DETAILS!

Panhandle Community Theatre, your local
non-profit, all volunteer, community theatre has
settled down in their new "temporary" home in
the Storage Master's Strip Mall on Woodbine
Road in Pace!  The storefront unit has become
a delightful, intimate setting for PCT's varied

activities.  The management of Storage
Master's has graciously worked an arrange-
ment with PCT to house the theatre for the
2010 season.  Seating ranges from 30-40
depending upon the production and audiences
have expressed amazement at how much can
be done in this cozy space.  BUBBA, LIVE! is the
February production.  Other planned activities
are an audition workshop in March, a golf
fund-raiser hosted by Tanglewood on April
30th, The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee
Williams in May, a children's workshop in the
summer, PCT does POE on Friday the 13th in
August, a production TBD for early October,
Haunted Theatre for late October, and an early
December production!  WOW!  Contact PCT
to see how you can get involved!
Call 450-2566 or visit  www.panhandlecom-
munitytheatre.com  on the web.

Don't forget our local high school drama
department productions!  Check school web-
sites for details of these budding thespians'
shows.

If you know of other "dramatic" happen-
ings in Santa Rosa County, please send me
the details and a contact person's name and
email so that we can help to publicize the
event.

2010 BEGINS A NEW DECADE OF DRAMA
FOR SANTA ROSA COUNTY!

Santa Rosa Arts and Culture Theatre Chair, Lauren Sutton (nerual@bellsouth.net)

GET OUT AND ENJO Y -  WHA T 'S  PLA YING AROUND!

Family Reunion at Moonshine Creek looks in on the gathering of the extended family, and a few
unrelated friends, who have a wide-spread range of interests and talents. Wanting to keep alive

the great old stories told by their great grandparents, who lived the history of Santa Rosa
County, they have a story telling contest, for which the princely sum of $50.00 is awarded the
winner. They pick and sing and dance throughout the day as they tell their stories. Meanwhile,

against this happy backdrop, a young romance has gone awry.  Will love prevail?
Tentative dates are Oct. 1, 2, 3.  Watch for time and place.

MORE INFORMA TION ON MOONSHINE CREEK



The SRACF Grant cycle began according to
schedule. Packets were released to the public
on June 5, 2009, with the deadline for sub-
mittals September 15, 2009.

As requested from the year before, partici-
pants were given additional time to get
through the summer months and the first part
of the school year. There were 8 applicants
with 5 qualifying and are listed as follows:

 . .Bagdad Village Preservation . . .$2,000
 . .Gulf Coast Kiln Walk Society . .$2,500
 . .All County Youth Art Exhibition .$3,000

 . .Santa Rosa Art Association . . . .$   500 

REGIONAL
 . .Pensacola Opera  . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
 . .Pensacola Symphony . . . . . . . . $   500

Many thanks to our Grants Evaluation
Panelists who are comprised of individuals
involved with the arts and culture community
within the panhandle. Due to a few snags,
they worked a little harder and a little longer
this year than in the past and did a marvelous
job!

SRACF 2009 GRANTS PROGRAM
ANNOUNCEMENT

Grants Committee Chairperson - Ann Scott

FIRST FRID AY NIGHTS
Main Street Milton’s First Friday Nights

Serene Keiek, Special Events Chairman 

The Dragonfly Art Gallery stays open late to join Main Street Milton on the first Friday of
every month February – November from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.  Historic Downtown Milton is
the place to be if you want to join the excitement. Explore quaint shops, dining, historic
homes and parks all in walking distance. Artist, Crafters, Business Expos and Community
Outreach groups line the streets. Independent auto owners and clubs meet and greet.
Live music plays through the night at the restaurants and cafes and the First Presbyterian
Church offers free concerts. 

Holiday Gallery Night/Light Up Milton is when the Santa Rosa Arts and Culture
Foundation shines as it features the Dragonfly Gallery and places fine artists and fine
crafters throughout the downtown - along with carolers and the Santa Rosa Bag Pipers
bringing a wonderful feeling of the coming holidays. The Santa Rosa Arts and Culture
Foundation’s Light Up Milton has become a dazzling tradition as it partners with the City
of Milton to “Light Up Milton”!

FYI - Even though the County grant funding has been cut, the grant program will continue
on a local level with the remaining monies and on a much smaller scale. 



This is a survey prepared by our Education Chair Toni New
This survey was available at our annual Membership Meeting in 2009 and 

I’m including it here so we can again ask you for your input/thoughts
regarding the Santa Rosa Arts and Culture Foundation, Inc.

SRACF SURVEY  2010

1   Are you familiar with the mission statement and/or purpose of the SRACF?
Cyes Cno

2   Are you familiar with the opportunities the foundation has in positively affecting 
the economy in the county? Cyes Cno

3   Do you feel the foundation has helped to raise awareness for the arts and the 
artists in the county? Cyes Cno

4   Do you see the foundation making headway in meeting the goals of the SRACF?
Cyes Cno

5   Have you attended any of these events sponsored by the SRACF?

A.  Get a Taste For Art Cyes Cno

B.   Riverwalk Art Festival Cyes Cno

C.  Holiday Galley Night/Light Up Milton Cyes Cno

D.  Gallery receptions Cyes Cno

E.   Workshops offered in the Dragonfly Gallery Cyes Cno

F.  First Friday CyesCno

G.  Grant Reception Cyes Cno

H.    All County Youth Art Exhibit Cyes Cno

4.  Do you feel as a member of the foundation that we are meeting the cultural 
needs of the county? If so state, if not explain. CyesCno

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

C C



SRACF SURVEY  2010
continued

5   Do you have any ideas or activities that you would like to suggest to help 
enhance our yearly activities? Cyes Cno

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

6   How would rate the following activities as to their effectiveness in bringing 
attention to art and culture in Santa Rosa County. ( 0 being the lowest, 5 being 
the highest)

A  Dragonfly Gallery  _______

B  Riverwalk Art Festival  _______

C  Get a Taste For Art   _______

D  Holiday Galley Night/Light Up Milton  _______

E  Gallery receptions  _______

F  Workshops offered in the Dragonfly Gallery  _______

G First Friday  _______

H Grants - Grant reception  _______

I All County Youth Art Exhibit  _______ 

The mission of the Santa Rosa Arts and Culture Foundation, Inc.
is to vitalize and enrich the cultural arts in Santa Rosa County, Florida. 



I am very excited about the direction and
state of the Foundation for 2010. Finally,
after so much consistent work by so many
conscientious people on the Board, gener-
ous and volunteering Artists and members,
our efforts are starting to pay off.  I believe
that the state of the Foundation is solid in
having grown our Board to address per-
forming arts, theatre, literary works and cul-
tural groups in addition to our initial support
of the visual arts.  A new focus on major
fund raising is being addressed.

After 5 years, we are not only holding
our own, we are making progress in numer-
ous areas. On the PR contact side, we have
grown exponentially. I have access to the
private database developed by HMB
Services which  has nearly 1000 verified
good email contacts for regional artists and
media. This is in addition to our own
Foundation membership, Gallery guests and
customers which numbers near 500!

It’s taken us a couple of years to migrate
our data to QuickBooks, but we have
arrived!   2009 books will be closed by the
end of January and taxes will be filed early
for the first time since our inception. We will
grow into the report capabilities as the
needs arise, but the ever most important
“data” necessary for these reports and fore-
casts are now in QuickBooks to take our
accounting to the next level.  Budgets and
Forecasts via QuickBooks will be our next
priority for 2010 after taxes to help us
gauge our consistent growth and maximize

our financial efforts to live our mission to
vitalize, promote  and enrich the arts and
culture in Santa Rosa County.  Without sol-
vency, none of this can happen.

Our website is becoming more and
more effective in bringing creative people to
us. Recently, several artists, a Poet, several
Authors, Cultural group leaders and a Music
Director contacted the Foundation seeking
networking and resources for their art and
interest in this county. These were not limit-
ed to just the mid-county areas near Milton,
but a sampling from Gulf Breeze, Navarre,
Pace and Jay! We have had several inquiries
from Crestview and Fort Walton and even
across the border into Alabama.   We were
able to connect each of them to various
existing groups and have started a dialog
with each in addition to UWF and PJC
regarding expectations of how the
Foundation can serve these diverse fields of
art and culture to benefit Santa Rosa
County. We have become a recognized Art
Agency entity and they are starting to seek
us out!

With a solid groundwork in motion, I can
actually start to visualize the Cultural Center
for Santa Rosa County! A building fund has
started and campaigns will be developed to
aggressively search for grants, donors and
endowments to make it happen. This is
exciting stuff!  Let’s continue to persevere,
work as a team and take SRACF to the next
level so that we can serve Santa Rosa
County better and improve its quality of life.

NEXT PAGE PLEASE

WE ARE MAKING PROGRESS IN
NUMEROUS AREAS

Margie Baldwin - Vice President, PR/Promotions Chairman





Santa Rosa
Arts and Culture

Foundation’s

Dragonfly Gallery
5188  ESCAMBIA  STREET

MIL TON ,  FLORID A  32570

The Gallery is a mission of the Santa Rosa Arts &
Culture Foundation, whose vision as the arts agency

for the county is to encourage, promote and
strengthen the arts, both visual and performing, and
to serve as a catalyst for the arts within the County.
Support of gallery activities will serve to encourage
and assist in the creation of new works of art, build
new audiences, connect the arts and artists of the

region while presenting the work of emerging local
artists in a gallery setting.  

The Arts & Culture Foundation is a member based,
community service organization and membership is
open to all ages.  We invite you to join us to pro-

mote the arts within Santa Rosa County. 

The mission of the Arts and Culture Foundation is to
vitalize and enrich the cultural arts in Santa Rosa
County. More information is available online at

www.SantaRosaArts.org. 



'The creative economy,
driven by the cultural arts
and historic preservation in
Florida and promoted
worldwide by our state’s
cultural exchange initia-
tives, is a powerful force for
developing an outstanding
quality of life. The cultural
arts and historic preserva-
tion serve as catalysts for
retaining and attracting
businesses, revitalizing our

cities and towns, produc-
ing a skilled workforce, and
developing our state’s
image as an exciting and
sophisticated tourist attrac-
tion. Integrating the cultur-
al arts and historic preser-
vation into local and state
economic development
plans constitute a progres-
sive and smart growth pol-
icy for Florida.”

Florida Cultural Alliance

Strengthen the
Integration of Cultural

Organizations
and Assets into

Economic Development
Planning



S A N T A  R O S A

Arts&Culture
F O U N D A T I O N I N C .
5188 Escambia Street
Milton, Florida 32570

2009 - 2010 BO ARD OF DIRECTORS
Jerry C. Cummings - President

Margie Baldwin - Vice President/
Public Relations/Publicity Chairman

Ann Scott - Treasurer / Grants Chairman

Toni New - Education Chairman

Wanda Veal - Membership Chairman

Sharon Holley - Facilities Chairman

Shay Moran - Literary Chairman

Serene Keiek - Special Events Chairman

Cassandra Sharp - Music Chairman

Dori Somerby - Foundation Archivist

Lauren Sutton - Theatre Chairman

Elba Robertson - Capital Fundraiser

Sandy Lang
Artistic Media

Gourd Art, Fiber Art and
Polymer Clay Jewelry

I’ve always done creative things
with my hands: arranging, deco-
rating, crafting, potting. As I
approached mid-life, I took up
tole painting as a challenging,
color-filled art form, one with
many techniques and styles.
Recently, I’ve added polymer
clay and fiber art to my inter-
ests—again, the color-mixing
and possibilities are endless.
That suits me just fine.

Using gourds as a surface has lead to a mixed-media
approach, which captures bits and pieces of all of the
media I enjoy.


